
STATE OF MINNESOTA OFFICE OF 
APPELLATE COtlRi'S 

IN SUPREME COURT 
CX-89-1863 JUN 2 9 2007 

PROMULGATION OF AMENDMENTS 
TO TIIE MINNESOTA GENERAL RULES OF PRACTICE ORDER 
FOR THE DISTRICT COURTS, TITLE IV, RULES OF 
FAMILY COURT, FORM 3--APPENDIX A 

Pur.suant to Minnesota Session Laws 2007, chapter 118, sectioli 1, the legislature made 

substantive changes regarding the admiiiistrative enforcement of medical support offset and 

clarified tliat only basic support is subject to cost-oflliving adjilslments These changes require 

corresponding iliodification to the advisory contained in the General Rules of Practice for the 

District Courts, Title IV, Rules of Falllily Court, For111 3--Appelidix A. 

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED that the attached amendments to the General 

Rules of Practice for the District Courts, Title IV, Rules of Fainily Court, For111 3--Appendix A, 

are prescribed and promulgated to be effective August 1,2007, 

DATED: June 29,2007 

BY THE COURT: 

/ " J ~ I ; z A ~  
I<ussell A Anderson 
Chief Justice 



' (SCAOrcv BIiBKB;iOBi01107) I FORM 3. APPENDIX A 

NOTICE IS KEREBY GIVEN TO THE PARTIES: 
I. PAYMENTS TO PUBLIC AGENCY. According to Minnesota Statutes, section 518A.50, payments 

ordered for maintenance and support must be paid to the Minnesota child support payment center as long as tlie person 
entitled to receive the payments is receiving or has applied for public assistance or has applied for support and 
maintenance collection services. Parents mail payments to: P O Box 64.326, St Paul, MN 55164-0.326 Employers mail 
payments to: P . 0  Box 64306, St Paul, MN 55164, 

11. DEPRIVING ANOTHER OF CUSTODIAL OR PARENTAL RIGHTS - A FELONY. A peison may 
be charged witli a felony wlio conceals a minor child or takes, obtains, retains, or fails to return a niinor cliild from or to 

I 
the child's parent (or person with custodial or parenting time rights), according to Minnesota Statutes, section 609.26 A 
copy of that section is available from any court administrator. 

nr. NONSUPPORT OF A SPOUSE OR CHILD -CRIMINAL PENALTIES. A person who fails lo pay 
court-ordered child support or maintenance may be charged with a criiiie, wliicli may il~clude misdemeailoi, gloss 
misdemeanor, or felony charges, according to Miilnesota Statutes, section 609375  A copy of that section is available 
froni any district court clerk. 

IV. RULES OF SUPPORT, MAINTENANCE, PARENTING TIME. 
Payment of support or spousal maintenance is to be as ordered, and the giving of gifts or iiialting purcliases of 
food, clothing, and tile like will not fulfill tile obligation, 
Payment of support must be iliade as it becomes due, and failure to secure or denial ofpatenting time is NOT an 
excuse for nonpayment, but tlie aggrieved patty must seek relief throug11 a proper motion filed with the court. 
Nonpayiiient ofsupport is not grounds to deily parenting time. The party entitled to receive support niay apply 
for support and collection services, file a contempt motion, or obtain a judgnielit as provided in Minnesota 
Statutes, sectio~i 548 091 
The payment of suppoit or s11ousal maintenance takes priority over payment of debts and other obligatio~~s 
A party wlio accepts additional obligations of support does so witli tlie full Itnowledge of the pai-ty's psi01 
obligatioii under this pioceediiig 
Child support oi maintenance is based on annual income, and i t  is the responsibility of a persoil wit11 seasonal 
employment to budget income so tliat payments are iliade tlirougliout the year as ordered. 
A Parerz/al Guide to Ahki17g Cl7ikd-Focr~sed Pn~e~l t i~ lg- l i~ i le  Decisiorrs is available ilom any court adininistraior, 
Tile nonpayment of support Iiiay be enforced tlirougl~ tile denial of student grants; interception of state and 
federal tax iefunds; suspension oldriver's, recreational, and occupational licenses; refei-ral to tlie department of 
revenue or private collectioii agencies; seizure of assels, including banlt accour~ts and other assets held by 
financial institutions; reportiiig to credit bureaus; iiiterest charging, income witl~liolding, and contempt 
proceedings; and other enforcenie~it methods allowed by law 
Tile public authority inlay suspend or resume collection of tlie amount allocated for child care expenses il the 
conditions of Minnesota Statutes, section 51 SA 40, subdivision 4, are met. 
Tile 11ublic atitlioritv may remove or resume a medical supl~ort offset if the coiiclitior~s of section 518A.41, 
subdivision 16, are iiiet. 

V. MODIFYING CHILD SUPPORT. I f  either the obligor or obligee is laid off froni employment or ieceives 
a pay reduction, cllild support niay be modified, increased, or decreased. Any modification will only take effect when it 
is ordered by the court, and will only relate back to tlie time that a motion is filed Either the obligor or obligee may file a 
niotion to modify cliild support, and niay request the public agency for help UNTIL A MOTION IS FILED, THE 
CHILD SLIPPORT OBLIGATION WILL CONTINUE AT TI-1E CURRENT LEVEL TIHE COURT IS NOT 
PERMITTED TO REDUCE. SUPPORT RETR.OACT1VEL.Y 

VI. I'ARENTAL RIGI-ITS FROM MINNESOTA STATUTES, SECTION 518.17, SUBDIVISION 3 .  
LINL.ESS OTI-IERWISE. PROVIDED BY TI-IE COURT: 
A. Each pariy lias tlie r.igllt of access to, and to receive copies of, scliool, medical, dental, religious training, and 

other important records and inforiiiation about tlie niiiior children 'ach party lias the riglit of access to 
infomiation regarding healtli or dental insurance available to the minor cl~ildren. Preselitation of a copy of this 



+ order to the custodian of a record or other information about the minor children constitutes sufficient 
authorization for the release of the record or information to the requesting party 

B. Each party shall keep the otlier informed as to the nanie and address of tlie scliool of attendance of the minor 
children. Each party lias tlie right to be informed by school officials about the children's welfare, educational 
progress and status, and to attend scliool and parent teacher conferences The scliool is not required to hold a 
separate conference for eacli party, 

C. In case of an accident or serious illness of a minor child, eacli party shall notify the other party of the accident or 
illness, and the name of tlie health care provider and the place of treatment. 

D Each party has tile right of reasonable access and telephone contact with tlie minor cliildren, 

VII. WAGE AND INCOME DEDUCTION O F  SUPPORT AND MAINTENANCE. Child support and /or  
spousal maintenance may be witlilield from income, with or witliout notice to the person obligated to pay, wlien tlie 
conditions of Minnesota Statutes, section 518A.53, have been met A copy of tliat section is available from any court 
admiiiishalor 

VIII. CHANGE O F  ADDRESS OR RESIDENCE. Unless otl~erwise ordered, each party sliall notify tlie 
otlier party, the court, and the public autliority responsible for collection, i f  applicable, of tlie following information 
within ten days of any change: residential and mailing address, telephone number, driver's license nuniber, social security 
number, and name, address, and telephone nu~iiber of tlie employer. 

IX. COST O F  LIVING INCREASE O F  SUPPORT AND MAINTENANCE. 13asicsul>port :~nd / o r  
spousal niaintenance may be adjusled every two years based upon a change in the cost of living (using tlie U S 
Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, consumer price index Mpls S t  Paul, for all urban consumers (CPI-U), 
unless otherwise specified in this order) wlien tlie conditio~is of Minnesota Statutes, section 518A 75, are rnet Cost of 
living increases are compounded. A copy of Minnesota Statutes, section 518A.75, and fonns necessary to request or 
contest a cost of living increase are available frorii any court administrator, 

X. JUDGMENTS FOR UNPAID SUPPORT; INTEREST. ACCORDING TO MINNESOTA STATUTES, 
SECTION 548 091 : 
A. If a person fails to nialte a child support payment, the pay~nent owed becomes a judgment against the person 

responsible lo make the payinenl by operatio11 of law on or after the date l l~e  payment is due, and the pelson 
entitled to receive the payment or the public agency may obtain entry and docketing oltlie judg~iient witllout 
~lotice to tlie pelson resl~o~isible to make the payment. 

B. Interest begins accruing on a payment or installment of cliild support wlle~iever tlie unl~aid amount due is greater 
than the current support due 

XI. JUDGMENTS FOR UNPAID MAINTENANCE. A judgment for unpaid spoiisal maintenance may be 
entered and doclteted wlien tile conditions of Minnesota Statutes, section 548 091, are met A copy of tliat section is 
available liom any court administrator 

XII. ATTORNEY FEES AND COLLECTION COSTS FOR ENFORCEMENT O F  CHILD SUPPOIIT. 
A judgment f o ~  attorney fees and otller collectio~i costs incuned i n  enfo~cing a cliild support order will be entered against 
tlie person responsible to pay sul>l>on ~ l i e ~ i  tlie coliditio~is of Minnesota Statutes, section 5 1 SA 735, are met A copy of 
tliat section and rornis necessary to lequesl or contest tliese attorney rees and collectioii costs are available from any court 
administrator 

XIII. PARENTING TIME EXPEDITOR PROCESS. On request of eitlier party or on its own motion, the 
court may appoint a parenting time expedilor to resolve parenting time disputes under Minnesota Statutes, section 
51 8 175 1 A copy of tliat section and a desc~ iption of tlie expeditor process is available from any court administrator 

XIV. I'ARENTING TIME. REPIEDIES AND PENALTIES. Remedies and penalties for wrongfill denial o l  
parenting time are available r~ridei Minnesota Statutes, section 51 8 i 75, subdivision 6 These include compensatory 
parenting time; civil penalties; bond requirements; contempt; and reversal of custody A copy of that subdivision arid 
forlus for requesting reliel are available fro111 any court adrni~iistrator (SCAO rci, ~ 0 1 0 ~ i 0 1 / ( 1 7 )  



(SCAOrev 08101107) FORM 3 .  APPENDIX A 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN T O  THE PARTIES: 
I. PAYMENTS T O  PIJBLIC AGENCY. According to Minnesota Statutes, section 518A.50, payments 

ordered for maintenance and support must be paid to the Minnesota child support payment center as long as the person 
entitled to receive the payments is receiving or has applied for public assistance or has applied for support and 
maintenance collection services. Parents mail payments to: P . 0  Box 64.326, St. Paul, MN 55164-0.326. Employers mail 
payments to: P O  Box 64306, St Paul, MN 55164. 

11. DEPRIVING ANOTHER O F  CUSTODIAL, O R  PARENTAL RIGHTS -- A FELONY. A person may 
be charged witli a felony wlio conceals a minor cliild or takes, obtains, retains, or fails to return a minor cliild from or to 
the child's parent (or person with custodial or pa~enlilig tinie sigliis), acco~diiig io Ali~lnc.;ola S~;~iiitcs. scc~iuii 609 26 1 

I copy of that section is available from any court administrator., 

111. NONSUPPORT O F  A SPOUSE O R  CHILD - CRIMINAL PENALTIES. A person who fails to pay 
court-ordered cliild support or maintenance may be charged witli a crime, which may i~iclude misdemeanor, gross 
misdemeanor, or felony charges, according to Minnesota Statutes, section 609 375 A copy of tliat sectioli is available 
from any district court clerk 

IV. RULES O F  SUPPORT, MAINTENANCE, PARENTING TIME. 
Paynient of support or spousal maintenance is to be as ordered, and tlie giving of gifts or malting purcliases of 
food, clothing, and tlie like will not fulfill tlie obligation., 
Paynient of support must be made as i t  beco~iies due, and failure to secure or denial of palenting time is NOT an 
excuse for nonpayment, but tile aggrieved party must seek relief tlirougli a proper motion filed with tlie court. 
Nonpayliient of support is not grounds to deny parenting time. The party entitled to receive supp0r.t may apply 
for support and collection services, file a contempt motion, or obtain a judgment as provided in Mi~inesota 
Statutes, section 548.091 
Tile payment of support or spousal maintenance takes priority over pay~iient of debts and otlier obligations. 
A party who accepts additional obligations of support does so with the full lcnowledge of the party's prior 
obligation under this proceeding. 
Cliild support or maintenance is based on annual income, and it is tlie responsibility of a persoti witli seasonal 
e~ii~~loyment to budget income so tliat payments are made iliroughout tlie year as ordered 
A Purer~tal Glride ro M k i r ~ g  Cl~ild-Focttsed Pure~llirig-Tillre Decisior~r is available from any court ad~~iinistrator 
Tile nonpayliient of support may be enforced tlirougli tlie denial of student grants; interceptio~i of state and 
federal tax refuiids; suspension of driver's, recteatio~ial, and occupatiulial licc~iscs; 1tfc11o1 lo llic 11cp;111111~111 uI' 
revenue or private collection agencies; seizure of assets, including bank accounts and oilier assets held by 
financial institutions; reporting to credit bureaus; interest charging, income witliliolding, and contempt 
proceedings; and otlier enforce~iient methods allowed by law 
The public autliority niay suspend or resume collection of the amount allocated for cliild care expenses if the 
conditions of Minnesota Statutes, section 51 8A.40, subdivision 4, are met, 
The public autl~ority may rcmove or resume a medical support offset if the conditions of section 518A 41, 
subdivisio~i 16, are met 

V. MODIFYING CHILD SUPPORT. I f  eitlier tlie obligor or obligee is laid off from e~iiployment or receives 
a pay reduction, cliild support niay be modified, increased, or decreased Any modification will only take effect wlien i t  
is ordered by the court, and will only relate back to tlie time that a motion is filed. Either the obligor or obligee may file a 
motion to modify cliild support, and may request the public agency for help. UNTIL A MOTION IS FIL-ED, THE. 
CHILD SUPPORT 0BL.IGATION WILL. CONTINUE AT THE CURRENT L.EVEL. TIHE COURT IS NOT 
PERMITTED TO REDUCE. SUPPORT RETROACT1VEL.Y. 

VI. PARENTAL RIGHTS FROM MINNESOTA STATUTES, SECTION 518.17, SUBDIVISION 3. 
UNLESS OTHERWISE. PROVIDED BY TIHE COURT: 
A Each party has the riglit of access to, and to receive copies of, school, medical, dental, religious mining, and 

otlier importa~it records and inromiation about the minor cliildren. Eacli party has tlie riglit of access to 
infonilation regarding licaltli or dental insurance available to the rnino~ children. Presentation o f a  copy of tliis 



t order to the custodian of a record or other information about tlie minor children constitutes sufficient 
authorization for the release of the record or information to the requesting party. 

B Eacli party shall keep tlie other informed as to the name and address of the scliool of attendance of the minor 
children. Each party has tlie right to be informed by school officials about the cliildren's welfare, educational 
progress and status, and to attend scliool and parent teacher conferences. The school is not required to hold a 
separate conference for eacli party. 

C .  In case of an accident or serious illness of a minor cliild, eacli party shall notify the other party of the accident or 
illness, and the name of the liealth care provider and tlie place of treatment, 

D. Eacli party has the right of reasonable access and telephone contact with tlie minor children, 

VII. WAGE AND INCOME DEDUCTION OF SUPPORT AND MAINTENANCE. Child support and / o r  
spousal maintenance may be withlield from income, with or without notice to the person obligated to pay, when the 

I conditions of Minnesota Statutes, section 518A 53, have been met A copy of that section is available from any court 
administrator 

VIlI, CI-IANGE OF ADDRESS OR RESIDENCE. llnless otherwise ordered, eacli party shall notify the 
otlier party, tlie court, and tlie public autliority responsible for collection, if applicable, of t l~e  following information 
within ten days of any change: residential and mailing address, telephone number, driver's license number, social security 
number, and name, address, and telephone nuniber of the employer 

IX. COST OF LIVING INCREASE OF SUPPORT AND MAINTENANCE. Basic support and 101 spousal 
maintenance may be adjusted every two years based upon a cliange in the cost of livilig (using the U . S  Department of 
L.abor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, consumer price index Mpls St Paul, Tor all urban consuniers (CPT-U). unless 
otherwise specified in this order) when tlie co~iditio~is of Minnesota Statutes, section 518A75, are  net Cost of  living 
increases are compounded. A copy of Mitlnesota Statutes, sectio~i 518A.75, and forms necessary to request or contest a 
cost of living increase are available from any court administrator. 

X .  JUDGMENTS FOR UNPAID SUPPORT; INTEREST. ACCORDING TO MINNESOTA STATUTES, 
SECTION 548.091: 
A. If  a person fails to iiiake a cliild support payment, the payment owed becotnes a judgment against the person 

responsible to make tlie payment by operation of law on or after the date tlie payment is due, and the person 
entitled to receive tlie payment or tlie public agency may obtain entry and docketing oftlie judgment without 
notice to the person responsible to ~nalte the payment. 

B. Interest begins accruing on a payment or installment of cliild support whenever tlie unpaid amount due is greater 
than the current s t~l~port  due 

XI. JUDGMENTS FOR UNPAID MAINTENANCE. A judgtiielit for unpaid spousal maintenance may be 
entered and docketed when the conditions of Minnesota Statutes, section 548 091, are met A copy of that section is 
available horn any cotlrt admitlistrator 

X11. ATTORNEY FEES AND COLLECTION COSTS FOR ENFORCEMENT OF CHILD SUPPORT. 
A judgment for attorney fees and otlier collection costs illcurred in enforcing a child support order will be entered agailisi 
the person respotisible to pay sul>port when tile conditions of Minnesota Statutes, section 518A735, are m e t  A copy of 
that sectioli and foriiis necessary to request or contest these attorney fees and collection costs are available from any court 
administrator, 

XIII. PARENTING TIME EXPEDITOR PROCESS. On request of either party or or1 its own molion, the 
court iiiay appoint a parenting time expeditor to resolve parenting time disputes under Minnesota Statutes, section 
518 1751 A copy of that section and a description of the expeditor process is available from any court administrator 

XIV. PARENTING TIME REMEDIES AND PENALTIES. Remedies atid penalties for wronghl denial of 
parenting time are available under Minnesota Statutes, section 518.175, subdivisio~i 6 Tliese include compensatory 
parenting time; civil penalties; bond requirenients; contempt; and reversal of custody A copy of that subdivision and 
forms for requesting lelief arc available from any court administrator. (SCAO rev URiOIi07) 


